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IS
I ORIGIN OF THE BOOK OF MORMON

. - By THEODORE SCHROEDERn i

1 In the American Historical Maga- -

sine, Theodore Sehroedor, a former Salt j

Laker, contributes au interesting j

article on the origin of the "Book of j

B Mormon. Tho first instnllmcnt was .

H, printed in The. Tribuno of DecemberH( 1, the second ouo Decombcr S. The
E conclusion of the paper follows.

Hh Our fourth witness is John N. Miller.
H"" "W"110 waR employed u Spaulding and
HLir Ijake at Conueaut and boarded at the
Vjf former's home. Miller says: ' He

Hf (Spaulding) liad written two or throo
, books or pamphlets on different sub- -

sects, but that which more particularly
H. drew inv attention was the one- -

T which he culled tho 'Manuscript
H' Pound.' From this ho would froquonl- -

ly read somo humorous passages to
t ' the company present. It purported to

be the history of tho first settlement
of America before discovered by
Columbus. He brought them off from
Jerusalem under thoir leaders, dctail- -

ing their travels by land and water,
thoir manners, customs, laws. wars.

B- - etc. He said tliat ho designed it as a
K. historical novel, and that in after
Bc , years it would be believed by many

people as much as the history of En-lan-

Ho soon after failed in bnsi-nes-

and ho told me ho sliould retire
H: from the din of his creditors, finish his
B' book, aud have it published, which

Hft would enable him to pav liis debts and
support his family. Ho soon after
removed to Pitisburg-- ,

u& I understood.
H' I have recently examined the Book of
H; Mormon, and find in it the writings

of Solomon Spaulding from beginning
B) to end, but mixed up with Scripture

and other religious mailers which I
did not meet with in the 'Manuscript
Found.' Many of the passages in the

B Mormon, book are verbatim from
Spaulding, and others in part. The

B; B aincs ot Nophi, Lchi; Moroni, and, in
H fact, all tho principal names are

brought fresh to my recollection by
the Golden Bible. When Spaulding

his history of its fabulous
names by a verbal explanation, he
landed hfs people near the Straits of

BJ Darien, which I am very confident ho
HT called Zarahemla: they wero marched

about that country for u length of
time in which wars and great blood-H- .
shed ousued. Ho brought them across

' North America in a northeast direc- -

H. tion. JOHN N. MILLER."
Our fifth witness is Aaron "Wright,

H" trho savs: "I first becamo acquainted
B; with Solomon Spaulding in 1S08 or

1800, who ii he commouccu building a
forge on Conncaut creek. When at

K- his house one day, ho showed aud read
Hf to me a history he was writing of the

lost tribes of Israel, pnrporting that
they were the first settlors of America,

K' " and that the Indians wero tlicir de- -

B. pcondnuta. Upon this subject we had
frequent conversations. Ho traced
their journey' from Jerusalem to
America as it is given in the Book of
Mormon, excepting tho religious mat-"- n

tor. The historical part of tho Book
of Mormon I know to bo the same

Br as 1 read and heard read from the
Hr.' writings of Spaulding more than

twonty years ago; tho names are
especially the same, without any allera-M- .
tion. Ho told mo his object was to
account for all the fortifications, etc..

' to bo found in this countrv, and said
H! s that in time it would bo fully believed
Bi by all except learnod men and hiii--

L iorians. I once anticipated his writ- -
m, ings in print, but little expected to

see them in a new Biblo. Spauld-"- n

ing had many other majiuscripts which
Hf I expect to see wkon Smith translates

"his other plate. In conclusion I will
observe that the names of, and1 most
of the historical part of the Book of
Mormon, were as familiar to me before

v I read it as most modern history.
If it is not Spaulding's vriting, it is

m tho saiuo as lie- wrote; and if Smith
was inspired. I think it was by tho
same spirit that Spaulding was, which"""H ho confessed to be the love of monev.H "AARON WRIGHT."'

Our sixth witness is Oliver Smith,
who testifies: "When Solomon Spauld-
ing first came to this place (Conncaut),
he purchased a tract of land, survoved
it out, aud commenced selling it. Wtiile
engaged in tins business he boarded
at my house, in all nearly six months.
All his leisure hours wero occupied in
writing a historical novel founded upon
tho first settlers of this countrv.
He said ho intended to trace their
journey from Jerusalem by laud aud
eea, till their arrival in America, and
give an account o thoir arts, sciences,
Civilization, wars and contentions. In
this way ho would give a satisfac-tory account of all the old mounds
so common to this country. During the
time ho was at my houso I read and
heard road 100 pages or more. Nophi
and Lehi wore by him represented as
leading . characters when thoy firstI started for America. Their main ob-
ject was to escape tho judgments
which they supposed wore coining upon
tho old world. But no religious matter
was introduced, as I now recollect. .

. . When I heard tho historical
part of it related, I at onco said it was
the writings of Solomon Spaulding.
Soon after I obtained the book, an (i-

ron reading it, found much of it tho
same as Spanlding had written more
than, twonty years bofore,

"OLIVER SMITH."
r seventh witness, Nairn ai How

ard, avers this: "I first became ac-

quainted with Solomon Spaulding in
iVomber, IS 10. After that timo 1
frequentb' saw him nt his house, nud
also at my house. I once., in conversa-
tion with him, expressed a surprise at
not having anv account of the inhabi-
tants onco in this country who
erected tho old forts, mounds, etc. He
thou told mo that he was writing a
hislory of that race of people, nud
afterward frequently showed mo his
writings, which I read. 1 have lately
read the Book of Mormon, and

it to bo the same as Spaulding
wrote, oxcept tho religious part. Ho
told me that he intonded to get his
writings published in Pittsburg, and
he thought that in one century from
that time it would bo believed as much
as anv other history.

"NAtfUM HOWARD."
Our eighth witness is Artcmus Cun-

ningham, whoso evidence reads thus:
"In tho mouth of October, 1SU, I
went from tho township of Madi-
son to Conueaut, for tho pur-- I

pose of securing a debt due nic
from Solomon Spaulding. I tarried
with him nearly two days for
the purpose of accomplishing my ob-

ject, which I was finally unable to do.
His only hope of evor paying his debts
appeared to be upon tho salo of a
book which he had boon writing. Ho
endeavored to convince mo from the
nature and character of the work that
it would moot with a ready sale. Be-
fore showing mo his manuscripts, he
went into a verbal relation of its out-
line, saying that it was a fabulous or
romantic history of the Unit settle-
ment of this country, and as it pur- -

to have been a record foundCortod in tho earth, or in a cavo, he
had adopted tho ancient, or scripture
style of writing. Ho then presented
hia manuscripts, when wo sat down
and spent a good share of tho night
in reading them and conversing upon
them. I woll romembor the name of
Nephi, which nppoared to bo tho prin-
cipal hero of tho story. The fre-
quent repetition of the phrase, 'I,
Nephi,' 1 recolloct as distinctly as
though it was but yesterday, although
the general features of tho story
have passed from my memory through
the lapse of twenty-tw- o years. He at-
tempted to account for the numerous
antiquities which are found upon this
continent, and remarked tliat after this
generation had passed away, his ac-
count of tho first inhabitants of
America would be considered as au-
thentic as any other history. The Mor-
mon Bible I havo partially oxamined,
and am fully of tho opinion that
Solomon Spauldicig had written its
outlines before ho left Conueaut"
(151).

After tho publication of the forego-
ing evidence (183-1- ) "Apostle" Orson
Hj-d- want to Connoaut. evidently to
securo impeaching or contradicting i

testimony. He received so little
comfort "that not even a publie mention
of tho trip wan made by him until

1S-11- , while ho was in London (1;12). '

Our ninth, witness upon the facts
showing the plagiarism of tho Book of i

Mormon from tho Spaulding manu- - j

script is Mr Joseph Miller. Ho was !

intimately acquainted with Solomon
Spaulding during all of the time whUo
the latter residett at Amity. Pa.,
18M-1- 0 (JG3). Mr. Miller's testimony
is preserved in tho Pittsburg Telegraph
of February 0, 1879, from which the
following ii pertinent:

On hearingr read the account from the
book (or Mormon) of the battle between i

the Amlluiles ami tho Ncphitcs (Book of
-- lmu. Chapter 1 Chapter 3, Edition of
'SS), in which the soldiers of one army
liad placed a red mark on their foreheads
to distiiiKuiHh them from their enemies,
it seems to reproduce in my mind, not
only the narration, but the very words,
as they had boen Impressed upon my j

mind by the reading of Spuuldinjj's I

manuscript. j

Our tenth witness is Redick McKee,
whose cvidenco upon another point wc
havo already used. Under date of
Washington, D. C, April .11, 1869,
published in tho Washington (Pa.) Re- -

porter for April 21, 1869, he says: j

In tho fall of 181 I arrived In tho vll- -
lae of "Good Will." and for eighteen or
twenty months sold goods jn the store j

previously occupied by Mr. Thomas lirice. i

It was on Main street, a few doors west
of SpauldliiK's Tavern, where 1 was a
hoarder With both Mr Solomon Spauld-
ing ami his vifo I was quito tiillmaloly
acquainted. I recollect qulto well Mr.
Spaulding spending much timo in writing-(o-

sheets of papor lorn out of an old
book) what purported to bo a veritable
history of the nations or tribes who In-
habited Canaan. Ho called It "Lost His-
tory Found," "LohL Manuscript," or somo
such Tiamo, not disguising- that it wa3
wholly a work of the imagination, writ-
ten to amuse himself and without any
Immediate vlow to publication. I wa
struck with tho minuteness of his details
and tho apparent truthfulness and sin-
cerity of the author. I have an Indistinct
recollection of tho passago referred to
by Mr. Miller about ttio Amlicltes making
a cross with ted paint on thoir foreheads
to distinguish them from enemies in tho
confusion of battlo.

Tho eleventh witness is tho Rev. Ab-ue- r

Jackson, who, when but a boy
and confined with a lame knee, hoard
Solomon Spaulding road to his father
much of tho former's story, und ulso
heard him give an outline of tho whole.
Mr. Jackson, undor dato o December
20, 1SS0, mode tho following state

ment to tho Washington county, Pa.,
Reporter of .January , 1331 (i;'l):

Spaulding frequently read bis
script to the neighbors and amused thorn
aa he progressed Uh the work. If e
wrote it In Bible style. "And It came
pass" occurred so often that some called
hi. a "Old Come-to-pass- ." Tho Bonk nt
Mormon follows the romance too clohcly
to be a stranger. In both, many persons
appear having tho same name, as Moroni,
Mormon. Nophllos, Tinman. Lamanltes,
Nophl. and others. Nero wc arc present-
ed with romance second cnlled the uoou
of Mormon, tolling the sumo story of
tho same pooplo. traveling from tho same
plain. In tho sninc way. having tho samo
difficulties and destination, with the same
wars, same battles and same results, with
thousands upon thousands slain. Then
see the Mormon account of tho last bat-

tle at Cumorah. where all the righteous
wore slain. How much this resembles
tho closing scon In tho "Manuscript
Found." Tho most singular part of the
whole matter Is that It follows tho ro-

mance so closelv, Willi this difference:
The llrst clndns to bo a romance, the
second claims to be a revelation of God,
a now Utble. When It was brought to
Conueaut and read there in public, old
Squiro Wright heard it and exclaimed,
"Old Como-to-pa- Iiiim come to life
again." Hero wna the place where
Spaulding wrote and read his manuscript
to the neighbors for thoir amusement,
and Squire Wright had often heard him
read from his romance. This was in
1802. sixteen years after Spaulding's
death. This Squire Wright lived on a
little farm Just outside of the llttlo vil-

lage. I was acquainted with him for
twonty-fiv- o years. I lived on his farm
when I was a boy and attended school in
his village, r am particular to notlco
these things to show that I liad an op-

portunity of knowing what I am writing
about.

Squire Wright, referred to in Mr.
Jackson 's slatemont, is the same
Aaron Wright who was our fifth wit-
ness upon the question of identity.

Last, but not least, we introduce
John C. Beunott. Ho says he joined
the Mormous in order to euablo him-

self to expose their iniquity. He was
quartonnaster-genera- l of Illinois, thi
Mayor of Mauvoo. a master in
chancery for Hancocl: county, 111., ap-
pointed" by then Judgo Stephen A.
Douglas, a trustee for the "University
of the City of Nauvoo," the recipient
of special" mention in revelation pur-
porting to come direct from God,
as well as innumerable encomiums
from church leaders and tho church
organ. Tho Mormon people have called
Bonuett morn kinds of a liar, it seems
to me, than any man was cvor
called before. When Mormons aro
asked just what statement of Bennett's
warrants the charge, thoy usually con-
fess thoy never read his book. In the
light of subsequent history and later
church admissions, tliero is not ouo
of Bennett's innumerable charges of
almost unbelievable iniquitj' which I
Cannot demonstrate to be substantially
true as to tho character of tho iniquity,
if not the special manifestation of it,
and do so wholly from the cvidenco of
Mormon church publications. 1, there-
fore, believo what Bennett says, aud
here quote so much of his testimony
as relates to the origin of the Book of
Mormon. He says:

I will remark hero in cdnnrmotion of
the nbovo he having quoted a small part
of tho statements herein last above
quoted that tho Book of Mormon was
originally written by the Itev. Solomon
Spaulding. A. M., as a romance and en-
titled the "Manuscript Found," and
placed by him In the printing offico of
Patterson and l.ambdln. In the city of
Pittsburg, from whence it was taken by
a conspicuous Mormon divine and romod-olc- d

by adding the religious portion,
placod by him In Smith's possession, and
then published to the world as the testi-
mony exemplifies. This I have from the
confederation, and of its perfect correct-
ness thcro is not tho shadow of a doubt.
Thorc never wero any plates of the Book
of Mormon excepting what wore seen by
the spiritual and not the natural eyes of
the witnesses. Tho story of tho plates is
all chimerical. (150)

Tt will bo observed Bennett does not
name Bigdon or Pratt in his state-
ment. The reason, is apparent from
reading certain correspondence pub-
lished in tho book from which is ap-
pears that at the samo time of writing
tic cntcrtainod a reasonable hope tliat
Sidnoy Itigdon and the Pratts would
leave the church and join him in his

n crusade, and ho probably
did not wish to unduly embarrass his
supposed confederates," who wero still
apparently within the fold.

For tho Love of Gold, Not God.
With tho exception of establishing

tho motive, our case is now complete.
Tho natural inforonco, of course, is
that the greed for guiu furnished tho
dynamics of the scheme, but wc must
not leave oven this fact without direct
evidence. Mormons point to the violent
death of Smith aB a martyrdom, and
assume this a sufficient answer to the
chargo of selfishness. A man who, an
was the caso with Smith, dic3 witli
a in his own hand, firing it
at his assailants (150), is in a novel poso
for a martyr, aud yet wo may admit
that Smith would not from selfish ends
have choBon a career of imposture hud
ho in the beginning been able to fore-ao- o

his ignominious end.
Soon after Bitfdou's visit to Smith

and tho rocoption of tho revelation
making Kirtland tho gathering place
of tho "Saints," Smith's faniily, to- -

ether with thoir followers, moved toS hio. EevclationB now came thick aud
f:iafc, and of such a character as to

demonstrate that the lovo of gold, and
not God, was the inducing cause of
thoir existence. 1 quote a fow perti-ne.n- t

samples: -
" '

Whoso rcceiveth you rccoivcth me, and
tho same will feed you and clothe you
and give you money and lie who doeth
not these things Is not my disciple, (lf.7)

It la wisdom in me thnt my servant
Martin Harris should be au example unto
the church In laying ills money before tho
bishop of the church. And also tnis is h
law unto every man thnt eomoth unto
this land to receive an inheritance, and
lie shall do with his money according na
the law directs. (15S)

And let all the monies which can bo
spared, it mattereth not unto tnc whether
it bo little or much, be sent up unto llin
land of Zion unto those 1 hava appointed
to receive It. (150)

And let nil those who have not' families,
who receive monies, sond it up unto tho
Bishop of Zion. (100)

Behold, this is my will oblulning
monoys oven as I havo directed. (U1)

Impart a portion of thy property: vea,
even part of thy lands, and all save tho
support of thy family. (162)

Verllv thus saltli tho Lord. I requlro
all their surplus proporty to bo put into
the hands of the bishop of my church 'of Zion. (LGP.)

And in temporal labor thou (Smith, tho
athlete,) shall not give strength, for thla '
Is not thy calling. (101)

They shall support thee and 1 will bless
t them both spiritually and temporally.

(105)
If ye desire tho mysteries of the king-

dom, provide for lllm (Smith) food ami
raiment and whatsoever ho necdeth to
accomplish tho work. (100)

Ho who feeds you. or clolhost you, or
gives you money shall In no wlso lose
his reward. (1G7)

He that sendeth up troasurcs unto tho
land of Zlon shall receive an Inheritance)
In this world. (ICS)

I command that thou shall not covet
thino own property. (100)

"Your money, or your damnation"
has about as much ethical sanction an
the less pretentious demand of tho
highwayman who says, " 1'our monoy
or your life." But wo have not yet
reached the end. Tho "Prophet's"
father, who, prior to tho discovery of
tho alleged divine mission of his son,
eked out on by a scanty living as a dis-
penser of cake and root beer (170),
now became the dispenser of patriar-chia- l

blessings at $10 per week and
expenses ( 171), and later at $3 por bloss.
(172)

Tho prophet 's brothers and f riondd
received a gift of real estate by reve-
lation (173). and another brother of tho
prophet was retained in a holy office,
though confessedly concealing hi.i
property to cheat his creditors. (171)

Those aro a part, and by no iueaiw
all of tho evidence tending to establish
tliat a desiro for money was tho in-

spiring cause of every act. of tho Mor-
mon prophet, tho very divinity that
moulded his thoughts and revelations,
and brought into boiug Mormon
books. Before becoming a prophet Jo-
seph Smith's earning capacity as a
pocp-ston- o money digger was 14 perv
month. (175) Soon after becoming a
prophot ho became president of a bank,
(176), In 1S12 the prophet, (together
with his brother Hyrnm and Sidney
Bigdon) took advantage of the bank-
ruptcy law to avoid creditors, whoso
claims amouutod to $100,000. (177) A.
few years later the prophet was killed,
ho being at the timo tho richest man
in Nauvoo.

Through tho whole slory of their
lives, if wo may believe their alleged
rcvolations to come from on high, God
manifests in the conspirators" bohalf
a greed for earthly prosperity which
would disgrace any decent man who
should attempt to gratify it at the

of a like number of poverty-stricke-

ignorant unfortunates..
It is perhaps a work of suporeroga-tion- ,

yol. 1 cannot readily resist calling
attention to tho human side of tho
conspirators, when they camo to fall
out, over tho division of tho spoils.
Many, even Brigham Young included,
suspected Joseph Smith ol misappro-
priating church money. (17S) Brigham,
Iiowover, had all uis suspicions al-
layed, for thov Lord actually put
money into his trunk. (179) This would
of course, bo very convincing evi-
dence that a man might htivo much
money without misappropriating any-
thing, oven though a bank established
by revelation (ISO), should a few"
months later fail with 150,000 of lia-
bilities and practical y no assets, and
after only eight months of business.
(181).

At one tunc Cowdory, a witness to
tho divinity of thu Book of Mormon,
invited suspicion, that lie was convert-
ing more than his share of the spoils,
and the followiug revelation was tho
reyult:

It is not wisidorn In mo thut ho (Cow-dor- y)

should bo entrusted with tin:
and the moneys which ho

shall carry unto Iho land of Zlon, except
one go with him who will be true and
faithful. (182)

The most forceful incident of thi
sort, however, occurred as tho result of
jealousy between Rigdon and Smith,
which manifests itself in scores of
wayH all through their lives. When
Itigdon, on his visit to tho prophet in
Now York, desires to be proclaimed a
translator of remaining plates given
by the angel to Smith, and as having
the same power as Joseph Smith,
the former's ambitions aro quietly
squelched by a revelation from God

to Itigdon, saying: "It is not ex-

pedient in me that ye should translato


